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SCHOOL-BASED MENTORING

Youth Mentoring

Youth mentoring correlates with positive youth outcomes including greater bonding to school, better
attendance and grades, fewer depressive symptoms, greater acceptance by ther peers, and more postive
beliefs about their ability to succeed in school.* At present, there are more than 92 school-based mentoring
initiatives (see map on back). Statewide, The Partnership supports 150 mentoring program, serving over
20,000 young people.

Call to Action

We invite schoal superintendents to promote and support student mentoring programs within their digtricts by
linking their students with programs that uilize best practices and evidence-based operational standards as
outlined in the Nationally recognized Elements of Effective Practice for Mentoring. The Partnership can serve
as the liaison and convene meetings with mentoring providers.

Thefirst step is to designate a school mentori ng coordinator as the primary contact personto serve asa liason
to The Partnership. The Partnership will assst the coordinator in recruiting mentors, offering trainings, and
partnering with ather organi zations and busi nesses to promote mentoring.

Expanding School-Based M entoring 2014/15

To expand or create school-based mentoring and integrate mentoring networks of support services as needed,
The Governor’s Prevention Partnership will provide the foll owing services:

e Training and ass stance to individud schools and/or school systems that want to gart a mentoring program.
This support includes developing the program gods, identifying and training the program coordinetor,
implementi ng systems for i dentifying and referring studentsinto the program, and other aspeds of the program
design.

o Linking mentors from bus nesses, universities/coll eges, and organizations (fraternities, fath communities, etc.)
to the school-based program. The Partnership serves as the liaison between the sources of the mentors and the
school s, and makes recommendationson mentor screening, sel etion, maching and support.

e Providing advanced training opportunities for mentors. As the field of mentoring evolves, research shows
spedfic drategies and identifies effective tools for working with youth populaionsincluding young people in
systems of care, homeess youth, LGBTQ youth, immigrant youth and youth who have been chalenged by
trauma and/or menta hedth needs. The Partnership draws on expertise from the MENTOR/Nationd
Mentoring Partnership network and can provide consultation with school-based coord nators to tailor trai ning—
eithe web-based or i n-person—to the setting.

e Introdudng school-based mentoring providers to other provide's in mentoring hubs where they exist and/or
creating mentori ng networksto create opportunitiesfor mentor/mentee support that is community specific.

Next Steps

Thisfall, The Partnership will host a one-day training for school-based coordinators on Design and Build Y our
School-Based Mentoring Program that will provide the tips, tools and i nformation on launching a school -based
mentoring program. Programs can begin as early as January, 2015. Contact Sharon Mierzwa, Program Director,
a 860-523-8042, ext. 22 or Sharon.mierzwa@preventionworksd.org to discuss developing a school-based
mentoring program and/or linking studentsto an exi sting mentoring prograns.

*The Role of Risk: Mentoring Experiences and Outcomes for Youth With Varying Risk Prdfiles. C. Herrga, D. DuBois, J. Grossman. A
Public/Private Ventures project, 2013.

Keeping kids safe, successful and drug free today for a stronger workforce tomorrow.
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